
You need
> a pack of 20 grocery cards

> a non-permanent marker

> 2 or more participants

What to do
1. Shuffle the grocery cards and arrange 

them face-up like this:

2. Take turns to round off the price to the nearest dollar of one card, place it face
down and then call out the combined running total.

Example: Participant A turns over the $3.90 (rounds off to $4) card and says
‘$4’. Participant B might then turn over the $2.20 (rounds off to $2) card and 
say ‘$6’ ($4 + $2 = $6).

3. The game continues like this until one participant reaches the target total of
exactly $20.00. If you go over the target total you don’t win the game.

Note: If a participant is having trouble rounding off and adding 
up they can write the rounded off price in the space 
at the bottom of the cards before the game begins.

Challenge yourself further
> Change the target total to $30, $40 etc.

> Round off the prices on the grocery cards 
to the nearest 50c, 10c etc.

$20 round off
Goal: to practise rounding off and keeping a running total
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Where the task came from
Rounding off to the nearest dollar is often used in
grocery shopping.

Shoppers select their items, round the price off and keep
a running total as they shop. Then they know they have
enough money to pay for their shopping.

Many people find it easier to round amounts up to the
higher dollar. For example, $2.40 is rounded up to
$3.00. However, in this task the strategy of rounding 
off to the nearest dollar is used.

The numeracies include…
> using strategies when shopping to make sure there 

is enough money to pay for the items

> calculating costs of shopping items.

The mathematics include…
> thinking about and identifying key numbers and 

using them strategically

> rounding off decimals and amounts to the 
nearest dollar.

Curriculum framework key ideas
> developing number sense through exploring and

analysing how numbers are used and represented in
daily activities, communities and experiences in other
learning areas (eg Science, Studies of Society and
Environment). Learners continue to refine their
understanding of relationships between number,
place value and proportion 

> developing understanding of the four operations
(addition, subtraction, multiplication and division) 
and the relationships between them. Learners use
mathematical terminology, symbols and conventions
to communicate their understanding to others

> using number sense to refine ability to estimate,
calculate and present amounts of money in personal,
family and community activities, and experiences in
other learning areas (eg Science, Studies of Society
and Environment)

> recognising relationships within different number
concepts to make sense of, and represent
numerically, a range of  community activities 
and social processes

Educator options
> Monitor and assess to inform future practice:

– what questions are the learners asking? 
eg ‘Do I round up or down?’

– what do you hear the learners talking about? 
eg whether they need a higher or lower number

– what strategies are the learners using? eg are 
they going for higher or lower numbers first; do 
they select cards randomly; are they using the 
special number?

> Talk about contexts for using rounding off, when 
it’s helpful and when it shouldn’t be used.

> Discuss with learners other options or strategies 
that would be useful when shopping.

> Explore how dollars and cents are represented in
shopping catalogues.

> Suggest learners play many games and encourage
them to discuss strategies that will ensure they
always win.

Learner options 
> Use a calculator or counters to keep a tally.

> Make your own set of cards eg using shopping
catalogues.

> Ask family members about the strategies they 
use when shopping.

Link to CD: Shopping > Next >
Grocery shopping

Digital tasks software: 
Round off
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